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BY Vincent Fazio, P.E.

President’s
Message

Greetings Delaware Engineers and welcome to Engineers Week 2025! This week is
dedicated to celebrating achievements and advancements in our field, promoting the
profession, and educating the general public on the importance of engineering. As
professional engineers, | challenge each of you to take advantage of activities
available this week and spend time speaking with others about engineering and how
it positively impacts the world. You never know how a simple conversation could
change somebody’s perspective or even help shape their future.

Consider the topic of artificial intelligence (Al) and how often we hear about it.
Personally, | can’t help but notice the rapid increase in Al tools and technology on my
smartphone, at work, and in media. Al can help people work more efficiently, improve
research and writing, analyze large and complex data sets, and improve sales all of
which only scratch the surface of its impact. As the technology continues to permeate
the world around us, our mission of safeguarding life, health and property, and
promoting the public welfare through a high standard of integrity, skills, and practice
in the profession of engineering becomes even more critical.

Nationally, committees continue working on their charges in preparation for the
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NCEES zone and annual meetings. Some important topics being discussed include
the prevention of fraud in the use of digital signatures and seals, training subject
matter experts for exam item writing, and the use of building information models by
multiple design professionals.

As always, the DAPE Council and committees are hard at work promoting licensure,
enforcing our law, and administering licenses. If you are a licensed engineer in
Delaware and have an interest in getting involved in one of our committees, please
reach out to the office at office@dape.org.

Please mark your calendars and save the date for P.E. Night at the Wilmington Blue
Rocks, which will be Thursday June 5th. Join us for a night of networking and fun at
Daniel S. Frawley Stadium. | look forward to seeing and meeting you there!

BY JENNIFER WOOTTEN

Executive
Director’s Message

DAPE’s Government Affairs Committee is tasked with serving as a liaison between
DAPE and Government officials. Most often this comes in the form of reviewing
potential legislative amendments, and working with DAPE’s lobbyist in order to seek
legislative sponsorship for proposed legislation. The same committee members also
serve on a second standing committee, the By-laws committee, which is tasked with
reviewing the By-Laws annually and recommending appropriate changes to Council.

DAPE was established through Title 24, Chapter 28 of the Delaware Code. Among
other things, Chapter 28 details requirements to obtain and maintain a PE license in
Delaware, as well as grounds for discipline and the process to investigate and bring
action. Both DAPE’s Examining Committee and Law Enforcement & Ethics
Committee keep Chapter 28 close at hand during meetings as an important
reference. Discussions during those meetings sometimes lead to the conclusion that
clarifying language in the code is needed.

You may recall that DAPE formed an Ad Hoc Successor Engineer Committee in the
fall of 2023 in order to address a proposed legislative change to define the term
“Successor Engineer,” and offer guidance/procedures for successor PEs using or
relying upon the work of a previous engineer. If you haven’t had a chance to read
2832 of the Code, please take a few minutes to do so (it's on the very last page of

this document).
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The Government Affairs Committee recently recommended that Council approve an
amendment to the Code, this time addressing the following topics:

e Cleaning up/removing references to Permits, since DAPE eliminated
Temporary Permits in 2021.

¢ Jurisdictions outside of the US to be recognized for certain types of
applications based upon Comity. This stems from a Mutual Recognition
Agreement between NCEES and the U.K. Engineering Council. Since it’s
inception, DAPE has had a pathway for PEng. applicants from Canada
(essentially treating the Canadian licensing boards as we do other US
jurisdictions). Rather than amend the Code to designate a similar pathway for
candidates from the UK, this proposed amendment will enable Council to also
designate other foreign jurisdictions in the future, as they are vetted by NCEES.

¢ Revision to discipline for exam violations (since DAPE no longer administers
paper and pencil exams).

e Slight change to the process of reporting case decision recommendations
to Council by the Law Enforcement & Ethics Committee.

e Clarification that Council may seek injunctive relief to enforce cease and
desist orders.

While any amendment to the Code requires legislative sponsorship and approval, you
can read the draft changes that DAPE will be proposing here.

DAPE Council 2025 Election

The following seats will be on the ballot for the 2025 Council election:
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“Other” Engineering Seat (4-year term)
Chemical Engineering Seat (4-year term)
Government Seat (4-year term)

Industry Seat (1-year term)

A person elected as a Council member shall, at the time of election, and during the
term of office, be a citizen of the United States of America, a resident of the State, a
member of the Association and be qualified to represent the constituency from which
the person was elected.

DAPE’s Council seat composition is defined in §2807 of the Delaware Professional
Engineers’ Act. Twelve of the fifteen Council members are elected by active and
retired PEs that live or work in Delaware (the other three are appointed by the
Governor). Five of the Council seats are defined by the engineering discipline of the
licensee, three are based on County residency, and four are based on field of
employment.

Candidates for the “Other” engineering seat must practice in an engineering discipline
that is not already represented by a Council seat (civil, chemical, electrical, or
mechanical).

Since the current Council member in the Industry Seat was appointed after last year’'s
Council election, this seat is on the ballot to complete the current term through 2026.
The Industry Seat will be on the ballot again next year for a full four-year term.

Council members attend monthly meetings, participate on DAPE Committees, serve
on hearing committees for disciplinary hearings, and they are encouraged to
participate with other member boards through NCEES. Please contact
office@dape.org for a nominating ballot if you are interested. Nominating
petitions are due May 1. Ballots will be emailed to eligible voters on June 15.

Delaware’s Engineer of the Year Event

DAPE invited Delaware’s newest PEs to join us at the Engineers Week banquet on
Monday February 17. This annual event, hosted by the Delaware Engineering
Society, brings the Delaware engineering community together to honor those who
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Experts Needed

NCEES is seeking licensed control systems engineers to participate in a
professional activities and knowledge study, or PAKS, for the PE Control Systems
exam. The results of this online survey will be used to update the content of the PE
exam, a process that occurs every six to eight years.

NCEES requires a cross section of licensed professional engineers practicing control
systems engineering—including those working in industry, consulting, the public
sector, and academia—to complete the survey. The survey can be completed in
about 30—40 minutes, and the deadline to participate is May 31.

Click here for access to the PE Control Systems online survey.

NCEES is also seeking licensed structural engineers to participate in a PAKS, for
the PE Structural exam. NCEES requires a cross section of licensed professional
engineers practicing structural engineering—including those working in industry,
consulting, the public sector, and academia—to complete an online survey about the
tasks and knowledge required of a licensed structural engineer with four to six years
of experience to practice in a manner that safeguards the health, safety, and welfare
of the public. The survey can be completed in approximately 50-60 minutes, and the
deadline to participate is March 10.

Click here for access to the PE Structural online survey.

DAPE also received a request from a doctoral student at Johns Hopkins that is
researching waterborne pathogens in Long Term Care facilities. He is seeking help
from registered professional engineers across the US to find subject matter experts
who would be willing to take a survey and/or sit down for an interview to discuss
engineering design (onsite and building plumbing design) in long term care
facilities. Please email jen@dape.org if you'd like to help, and I will put you in touch.

Protecting your PE ldentity

While DAPE has not seen any recent cases in this area, we are hearing of an uptick
in fraud related to the use of digital signatures and electronic submissions. It has
become increasingly easier for bad actors to steal licensees’ information and
identities and use that on engineering work products that were not prepared in
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accordance with law or accepted standards of practice. In other cases, individuals
posed as a PE, collected up-front fees, and never provided any services. One area
where this type of fraud has been reported is on websites such as Fiverr and
Freelancer.

NCEES has tasked several committees with reviewing this topic to provide guidance

to member boards. As a licensed PE, you can do routine online searches of your own
name/PE license number to help protect your own PE identity online.

Council Executive Committee

Vincent Fazio, P.E., President

Theodore Thomson, P.E., Vice President

Kenneth Tadler, P.E., Secretary

James Puddicombe, P.E., Treasurer

Michael Clendaniel, P.E., Immediate Past President

Council Members (Term Expiration Date)

e Ronald D. Smith, Esq., Kent Co. — Appointed (8/31/23)

e OPEN, New Castle Co. — Appointed (8/31/23)

e Michael A. Clendaniel, P.E., Gov't Employment (8/31/25)

e Jeremy Kalmbacher, P.E., “Other” Engineering (8/31/25)

e Melanie A. Smith, P.E., Chemical Engineering (8/31/25)

e Daniel Barbato, P.E., New Castle County (8/31/26)

e Joseph Jakubowski, P.E., LEED AP, Civil Engineering (8/31/26)
e Chad R. Lingenfelder, Esq., Sussex Co. - Appointed (10/6/26)
e Vincent Fazio, P.E., Electrical Engineering (8/31/27)

e James Puddicombe, P.E., Kent County (8/31/27)

e Mark Scarborough, P.E., Industry Seat (8/31/25)

e Theodore A. Thomson, P.E., Private Consulting (8/31/27)

e Diane Calloway, P.E., Sussex County (8/31/28)

e David Reinhold, P.E., Education (8/31/28)

e Kenneth Tadler, P.E., Mechanical Engineering (8/31/28)

DAPE Staff

e Jennifer Wootten, Executive Director
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