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President’s
Message

BY JOSEPH JAKUBOWSKI, P.E.,
LEED AP

Happy Engineers Week!! As the week of activities recognizing engineers’
positive contributions comes to a close, I’d like to take this opportunity to
remind you of another celebration!! The 50th Anniversary of the formation of the
Delaware Association of Professional Engineers is less than five months away.
As detailed later in this newsletter, The Delaware Professional Engineers’ Act
was signed into law on July 7, 1972. The DAPE Ad-Hoc Committee related to
recognizing DAPE’s history, achievements, and contributions over the last fifty
years has met four times over the last few months, including a recent joint
meeting with our Public Information and Government Affairs/Bylaws
Committees. Plans are progressing, so I don’t want to ruin the secret yet
(although they’re not really secret since all Council Meeting minutes are
available at https://www.dape.org/ and all our public meetings are listed on the
State of Delaware Public Meeting Calendar). We’re currently excited about our
preliminary plans that include formal acknowledgement of our “self-regulating”
accomplishments, activities to discuss the importance of licensure, and to
recognize our volunteers. We expect to have details in the next few weeks, so
please stay tuned.

In the meantime, I’d like to invite our membership to take a few minutes to
review the Delaware Professional Engineers Act. Trust me, the exercise is not
as painful as it might sound, and it’s a good reminder of how effectively an
industry can self-regulate. The legislation involved replacement of Chapter 28
(Professional Engineers) of Title 24 (Professions and Occupations) of the
Delaware Code with the Delaware Professional Engineers Act of 1972. The act
has been revised several times, most recently in 2021. Any additions or
updates of the Act must be approved by the General Assembly of the State of
Delaware. The Act describes the purpose of the regulation, objectives of DAPE,
titles related to engineering, requirements for licensure and membership,
composition and powers of the Council, grounds and procedures for disciplinary
actions, and Certificates of Authorization. The Act also incorporates the Code of
Ethics and establishes the By-Laws of the Association.
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The By-Laws are a separate document that is related to the administrative and
domestic duties of DAPE. The duties include elections and roles of Council
members, meetings of the Council, management of DAPE finances and
property, appointment of committees, recording keeping, and (my favorite) “…
all other things that are deemed necessary or convenient for the attainment of
the objectives of the Association and the efficient conduct of its business.” The
By-Laws should not take precedence over or contradict the provisions and
requirements of the Act, and are only intended to supplement and complement
the Act. Any revisions or additions to the By-Laws can only be made by voting
of the membership of DAPE. We are planning on having By-Law changes
proposed along with our elections this summer.

See…I told you it wasn’t going to be too bad. Hopefully you can take some time
to become familiar with the documents posted on the DAPE website. If you
have any questions, concerns, comments, or suggestions related to our
regulations, feel free to reach out to me at jjakubowski@harvardenv.com or the
DAPE staff at office@dape.org.

Executive
Director’s
Message

BY JENNIFER WOOTTEN

As DAPE approaches the 50th
Anniversary of our formation, we'll be
sharing little snippets of DAPE history
on our Facebook page (so be sure to
follow us there).

For example, here's the cover of the official bill that established the Delaware
Association of Professional Engineers. It was signed into law on July 7, 1972 -
co-sponsored by Representatives John Billingsley, P.E. and Andrew Knox, and
approved by Governor Russell Peterson.
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When the Delaware Professional Engineers’ Act was signed into law, it
represented a true departure in the field of professional licensing, being the first
self-regulated licensing board not just in Delaware but also the nation. DAPE’s
Council does not take this responsibility or special distinction lightly, and
continues to evolve and lead as we work collaboratively with other jurisdictions
and NCEES to improve licensure mobility nationally and internationally while
maintaining high standards.

We have more registered PEs in Delaware than ever before (at last count, over
8,100). After 50 years, we’ve only just begun!

In less exciting news, don’t forget that PE Renewal season is right around the
corner. Here are a few things to ask yourself now:

Have I met the CPC requirements?
Do I know the CPC requirements?
Do I want to keep my PE license active?
Does DAPE have my current contact information?
Does my firm need/have an active Certificate of Authorization?
Have I marked my personal calendar to remember to renew before June
30, 2022?
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Remember, our CPC guidelines were amended in September 2021. A summary
of the revisions includes:

A change to the professional ethics requirement (now 2-6 hours, a
decrease from the previous 3-6 hour requirement)
A clearer distinction between exemptions for Inactive and Retired
licensees
Adding PDH credit for authoring book chapters (not just books) and for
completion of a peer review
Clarifying language to state that carryover PDHs are not allowed
Clarifying language regarding resident jurisdictions other than Delaware

You can find our CPC Guidelines here.

Email office@dape.org if you have questions related to CPC guidelines, or
changing the status of your license to inactive or retired.

Happy Engineers’ Week

Founded by NSPE in 1951, Engineers’ Week (February 20–26, 2022) is
dedicated to ensuring a diverse and well-educated future engineering workforce
by increasing understanding of and interest in engineering and technology
careers.

Each year, the Delaware Engineering Society (NSPE-DE) is proud to host the
Engineers Week banquet where DAPE invites newly inducted professional
engineers to attend as our guests. This event also includes scholarship
recipient announcements, the Engineering Excellence Awards (presented by
ACEC-DE) and celebration of the Young Engineer of the Year and Engineer of
the Year award recipients. We are still awaiting the postponed date

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

https://www.dape.org/files/DAPE-CPC-Guidelines-Rev-(2021-09-08-APPROVED).pdf
http://eepurl.com/hC_9Tb
https://us4.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=b86d2dccd27be6c8d38d0e126&id=ac8640ea74
https://us4.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=b86d2dccd27be6c8d38d0e126&id=ac8640ea74
javascript:;


announcement, but look forward to being able to celebrate with the Delaware
engineering community in person this spring.

Engineering Ethics Training:

Challenges for Innovation,
Technology, and Society

Thursday March 31, 2022

9:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Use this link to pre-register by Tuesday March 29

This free webinar is for DAPE members only. Registration is limited. We will
record the training and make it available online to members that are not able to
participate live.

In this course, engineers will review the Codes of Ethics of the National Society
of Professional Engineers and the Delaware Association of Professional
Engineers, particularly the duties of the engineer to employers; the engineering
community; and the public. Engineers will debate how criteria such as scientific
advancement, economic empowerment, international development,
environmental protection, and public health should guide ethical decision-
making and priorities for technological investment. Engineers will consider the
potential unintended consequences, both short-term and long-term, of new
innovations. Engineers will discuss whether a technological solution is always
the best solution to an unmet need.

Presented by: Sujata K. Bhatia, MD, PhD, PE is a physician, bioengineer, and
professionally licensed chemical engineer. She received her undergraduate
degrees in chemical engineering, biology, and biochemistry from the University
of Delaware in 1999, and she received her MD and PhD in bioengineering from
the University of Pennsylvania in 2003. Her experience spans industry and
academia, including work engagements at the DuPont company, Harvard
University and the University of Delaware. She is now Professor of
Microbiology and Immunology at the Drexel University College of Medicine, and
Affiliated Faculty in the Department of Chemical and Biological Engineering, as
well as the School of Biomedical Engineering, Science, and Health Systems at
Drexel University. She continues to teach courses for University of Delaware,
Rowan University, and Harvard University.
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DAPE’s
Outstanding
Volunteer of the
Year: Mike Siwek

Congratulations to Mike Siwek, P.E.,
DAPE’s 2022 Outstanding Volunteer of
the Year award winner!

Mike has served on DAPE Council representing Electrical Engineering (2010-
2011 and 2020-2021). He has also had involvement as an active member of the
DAPE Examining Committee (2001-2004 and (2008-2022), and Ad Hoc
Committee to update our PE application law and ethics questionnaire (2020-
2021) and has served as an exam proctor. Mike had the opportunity to chair the
Public Relations Committee during his first time on Council, and then he later
served as chair of the Examining Committee during his most recent service on
Council.

Mike began his career in the Engineering Department at E. I. DuPont de
Nemours after graduating with an Associate Degree in Electrical Engineering
Technology from the Worthington Scranton Campus of Penn State University in
June 1973. He then went on to obtain a B. S. in Engineering and a Master of
Engineering in Electrical Engineering, from Widener University, and a Master of
Engineering in Engineering Science from Penn State University, Great Valley
Campus.

Mike benefited from a wide range of interesting work assignments while
employed by DuPont for approximately 30 years; examples include:
telecommunications infrastructure design and installation; data center facilities
and operations management; reverse engineering and assembly language
programming supporting R&D efforts; development of custom instrumentation
and application of robotics to automate manufacturing operations.

After leaving DuPont, he continued working on diverse projects with various
A&E and MEP organizations. Projects included: electrical design for the Van
Buren, Maine, border crossing station; design of a grid-connected wind turbine
supplying the Crisfield, Maryland, water treatment facility, that required
integration of U.S. and European standards; and serving as liaison with UL
inspectors regarding product listing requirements and inspections for an
electrical equipment manufacturer.

Mike obtained his initial license as a professional engineer in Delaware in
March 1997, and currently retains licensure in nine states.

As a member of the NCEES Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) Examination
Committee (2009 – 2016), Mike worked on writing FE Exams for the General
(Other) and Electrical Engineering disciplines. He had the notable experience of
being involved with the NCEES conversion of the FE exams from a paper
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format to that of computer-based testing (CBT). As part of this process, he was
a member of a group of volunteers taking the exam as a “trial run”. It should be
noted that prior to going to Atlanta, he had first asked for assurance that if he
performed poorly on the trial test, his license would not be rescinded. He still
has his license, but still to this day will not say how he did.

Being involved in both writing the FE Exam for NCEES, and at the same time
serving as a proctor during its administration by DAPE, resulted in an awkward
moment during one particular administration of the FE Exam at Clayton Hall on
the University of Delaware campus. While walking amongst those taking the
exam as time was winding down at the end of the day, one somewhat frazzled
test taker turned and asked Mike - “Who writes these things”?. Mike just smiled
and shrugged his shoulders.

Mike is a Senior member of the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers
(IEEE), Delaware Bay Section, and a member of Tau Beta Pi (PA Iota)

His interest in encouraging students to consider STEM careers has been
demonstrated through involvement with high school career days, MathCounts,
Engineers Without Borders, and performing the duties of a judge for the New
Castle County Science Fair, and Delaware Science Olympiad Competition.

Mike has maintained a long-time enjoyment of teaching and has had
opportunities to teach at various levels. He has served as an adjunct instructor
at Delaware Technical Community College, and Delaware State University. He
has also been a full-time high school teacher and at various times has lent a
hand as a tutor. During his stint as a high school math teacher, while active as a
member of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), he
volunteered as reviewer of articles being considered for publication in
Mathematics Teacher magazine.

Mike currently participates in various ways in the community at-large, including
Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus (Council 7608, St. Hedwig Church), and as
a professed Secular Franciscan (San Damiano Fraternity, Wilmington, DE).

Welcome to Delaware’s Newest
Professional Engineers
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The list above includes individuals that
passed the October 2021 PE Exam at
University of Delaware’s Clayton Hall -
the last group to take a pencil and
paper PE exam in Delaware. We won’t
be seeing any more tabbed reference
manuals like this (the NCEES
computer-based PE examinees have
access to a searchable PDF reference
manual, but cannot bring their own
materials on exam day.

What Qualifies as Engineering
Experience?

Are you on the path to PE licensure, or a mentor to someone who is? Our
Council recently discussed the most common reasons that applications are
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“backlogged” - meaning they have progressed to the Examining Committee for
review, but were not recommended for approval pending further information.

DAPE receives an average of 50 PE applications each month, and DAPE staff
members process these applications in order to verify that the information
provided is accurate and that the candidates meet our qualifications in the
areas of education, examination and experience. A good first step for
candidates, even before starting an application, is to call DAPE for advice. We
can review your education credentials to determine the years of experience you
are required to have, explain the application process and timeline, and
determine if you qualify to take the exam prior to meeting your experience
requirement (aka “decoupling”).

Once your application is submitted and your credentials are verified, it
progresses to the Examining Committee, which will make recommendations to
Council regarding approval. Committee members start by reviewing your
education and examination credentials, but spend the bulk of their review
reading a candidate’s description of engineering experience in conjunction with
feedback from supervisors and professional references.

The most common reason that applications are backlogged is that the
examining committee did not determine that all or part of the candidate’s
experience qualified as engineering. Sometimes that’s because they in fact do
not have enough engineering experience to qualify based on their education
credentials. More often, the candidate has enough experience to qualify but has
not communicated it clearly.

We gathered some advice from current members of our Examining Committee
to help candidates communicate their engineering experience credentials
clearly:

Start with the definition of the Practice of Engineering as written into the
Delaware Professional Engineer’s Act, to help formulate your descriptions:

‘Practice of engineering’ or ‘to practice engineering’ includes any professional
service performed for the general public such as consultation, investigation,
evaluation, planning, design, or responsible supervision of construction or
operation in connection with any public or private buildings, structures, utilities,
machines, equipment, processes, works, or projects wherein the public welfare
or the safeguarding of life, health or property is concerned or involved when
such professional service requires the application of engineering principles and
data, but it does not include the work ordinarily performed by persons who
operate or maintain machinery or equipment.

For each work engagement listed on your application:

Describe your engineering work in detail, citing examples from projects
which help demonstrate your specific, personal engineering contribution
Focus on analysis, design, computations, and engineering evaluations for
which you were personally responsible.
Do not write in passive voice (such as “the widget was designed”)
Use the word “I” (vs. “we” or “the team”) so it’s clear what work you were
responsible for doing
For part-time engagements, include an estimate of hours/week
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Questions to focus on when writing your experience description include:

What did you design?
What engineering computations did you perform?
What engineering evaluations did you perform?
What engineering standards did you use for the aforementioned
computations/designs?
What software/programs did you use to perform the design? Describe the
engineering knowledge you needed to use the software/programs
correctly.

Keeping track of these details as you gain experience should help make the
application process go more smoothly.

Advocating for Professional
Licensure

While it is a trend that has not arrived in Delaware, State legislatures
throughout the country are considering broad proposals to weaken or eliminate
state licensing requirements for professional engineers and surveyors. Through
DAPE’s relationship with NCEES, we have access to advocacy resources in
order to to monitor, track, and respond to proposed legislation. Our efforts to
expand licensure mobility and expedite Comity applications for applicants with
the “Model Law Engineer” designation while keeping protection of the public at
the forefront is a proactive approach to warding off potential threats to
licensure.

NCEES is one of the founding members of the Alliance for Responsible
Professional Licensing (ARPL)—a coalition of national associations that
represents highly complex, technical professions and their national licensing
boards. ARPL was created to ensure that a unified voice for the advanced
professions is present and heard in the growing debate around licensure for
professions and occupations.

DAPE was fortunate to have broad support in the Delaware State Legislature
for our most recent legislative amendment. We continue to work with Mary
Davis of Ned Davis & Associates, who advocates in the State Legislature on
our behalf.
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Council Executive Committee

Joseph Jakubowski, P.E., LEED AP, President
Michael Clendaniel, P.E., Vice President
Charles McAllister, P.E., Secretary
Karen Maxson, P.E., Treasurer
Carmine Balascio, P.E., Immediate Past President

Council Members (Term Expiration Date)

Robert C. Wheatley, Sussex Co. – Appointed (8/31/21)
Daniel Barbato, P.E., New Castle County (8/31/22)
Vincent Fazio, P.E., Electrical Engineering (8/31/22)
Joseph Jakubowski, P.E., LEED AP, Civil Engineering (8/31/22)
Karen Maxson, P.E., Industry (8/31/22)
Ronald D. Smith, Esq., Kent Co. – Appointed (8/31/22)
Nicholas Dean, P.E., Kent County (8/31/23)
William Gamgort, Esq., New Castle Co. – Appointed (8/31/23)
Charles L. McAllister, P.E., Private Consulting (8/31/23)
Jason Hastings, P.E., Sussex County (8/31/24)
David Reinhold, P.E., Education (8/31/24)
Kenneth Tadler, P.E., Mechanical Engineering (8/31/24)
Michael A. Clendaniel, P.E., Gov’t Employment (8/31/25)
Jeremy Kalmbacher, P.E., “Other” Engineering (8/31/25)
Neeraj Batta, P.E., Chemical Engineering (8/31/25)
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DAPE Staff

Jennifer Wootten, Executive Director
Kathy Davis, Executive Assistant
Beth Baughman, Administrative Assistant
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